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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

e mmmmm General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

The Lamorinda Weekly is Looking
for a Community Columnist

Do you have a passion for local news, neighborhood antics
and good sense of humor? We want to hear from you.

Send two to three writing samples to Editor Peggy Spear at
Peggy@Lamorindaweekly.com.

LANQFINDA

ndependent, locally owned and operated!

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, June 15, 2016

CalBRE #: 00903367

~ HE’S ALL ABOUT LAMORINDA ~

Office: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

www.clarkthompson.com
ct@clarkthompson.com
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The council had on the dais
a few requests for additional ex-
penses: $13,000 from the Cham-
ber of Commerce, $24,000 from
the Spirit Van, and $5,000 to help
fund the Sundays at the library. The
Spirit Van’s request was denied
completely, with the notable oppo-
sition of councilmember Phil Arth
who said that yes, the town had to
husband its resources this year, but
that not taking care of the elderly
would be unacceptable. The final
decision was to give $5,000 to the
library, zero to the Spirit Van and
$9,000 to the Chamber of Com-
merce, but staff was directed to
bring the requests from the Spirit
Van and the Chamber back to re-
look at funding them more during
the mid-year budget review when
the sinkhole costs will be known.

Cunningham presented a list of
capital improvement projects that
the town should take care of this
coming budget cycle and asked
guidance regarding what to do for
the funding, since the asset replace-
ment fund is depleted. The list of
projects includes $2.8 million for

the sinkhole, replacement of infor-
mation technology equipment and
police vehicles, municipal code up-
date, and the central video surveil-
lance system.

Installing cameras around town
was a promise of the council to the
residents and deciding to cut that
expense or not was hotly debated.
Interim Town Manager, and former
Chief of Police, Bob Priebe said
that the system was indeed use-
ful but that it was an after-the-fact

Town of Moraga Faces Tough Budget
Picture Thanks to Sinkhole Expenses

device and that the robbery rate in
Moraga in the past six months had
decreased by 60 percent. He added
that officers would certainly like to
have new tools, but that given the
choice he would rather allocate the
money to the information system
than the surveillance cameras.

The council members decided
to put that expense on hold at this
time and to revisit it in January in
the light of the final decisions re-
garding the sinkhole.

Update on Sinkhole Financing
Public Works Director Edric Kwan said that even if the town gets
federal or state help to repair the sinkhole, it will have to come up with

the $2.8 million first.

Reimbursement may take several years. That sum could come
from the developer fund (Palos Bank) with an available balance of
$2.9 million, or from the General Fund reserve with an available bal-
ance of $3.2 million. The council decided to split the funding need
between those two sources. The administrative director warned that
depleting the reserve could affect the town’s credit rating and end up
costing even more.

Kwan is working on an appeal to change the federal decision
not to consider the sinkhole a natural disaster. Using before-and-after
imagery he intends to build a stronger case for the town. That decision
should not delay the repair process. Kwan expects most of the work to
be completed before October 15.

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.
A REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE THAT WILL HAVE YOU SOLD!

- I H
JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER BEN MILLER

925.818.5500 925.558.5744

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

JON WOOD PROPERTIES

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WELCOME THESE STELLAR AGENTS
TO THE DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP:

JEN COGEN
REALTOR®
925.322.1194
JenCogen@dudum.com
CALBRE #02001964

JENNIFER LEZCANO
REALTOR®

925.899.8814
JenniferLezcano@dudum.com
CALBRE #01978933

LAURIE HIGGINS
BROKER ASSOCIATE
925.876.7968
Laurie.Higgins@yahoo.com
CALBRE #01322819

4146 LOS ARABIS DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

$2,495,000

3360 SWEET DRIVE, LAFAYETTE

$1,270,000

SERETA: 925.998.4441
RANDY 925.787.4622

JON WOOD: 925.383.5384
HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105

KAILEY GRAZIANO MATT McLEOD

SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622 SERETA & RANDY CHURCHILL 925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE HOME CALL AGENT 1968 FAIR RIDGE COURT, WALNUT CREEK $945,000

925.404.4361 925.464.6500

PATRICIA AMES SHERRY HUTCHE

JON WOOD PROPERTIES 925.383.5384 / 925.451.3105 BEN MILLER / SHERRY HUTCHENS 925.558.5744 / 925.212.7617

1106 ROCK CREEEK WAY, CONCORD $800,000 67 LARKSTONE COURT, DANVILLE $1,470,000

925.330.5849
TERESA ZOCCHI

925.212.7617
TINA FRECHMAN

TERESA ZOCCHI 925.360.8662 MATT MCLEOD 925.464.6500

925.360.8662

A
DUDUM

REAL ESTATE GROUP

925.915.0851

WWW.DUDUM.COM
LAFAYETTE
999 OAK HILL RD., #100
LAFAYETTE, CA 94549
0:925.284.1400 F: 925.284.1411

WALNUT CREEK
1910 OLYMPIC BLVD., #100
WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596
0: 925.937.4000 F: 925.937.4001
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